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Godôs love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year 

ahead! 

May God make your year a happy one! 

The ALC/SC Staff 
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Dear Members & Friends of American Lutheran, 
 
With technology what it is, with a ñclick of 

the mouseò I pulled up what I wrote for 

January of 2011.  I read through the article 

and I thought, ñI could just change a few 

dates and then ñcut and pasteò and ah ah the 

article would be written.  I could, but I 

would not!  Indeed, much of the ñministry of 

the congregationò continues ñas usual.ò   

However, what I am dealing with, as many 

of you have mentioned, is how quickly 

relationships and life changes from one year 

to another. 
 
In that regard, one of the questions I often 

ask parishioners is, ñHow long have you 

been here at ALC?ò  The responses range 

from a very short time to thirty some years.  

Regardless of oneôs longevity in the life of 

the congregation ñchanges take place.ò  And 

the longer you are among us, the more we 

recognize how ñchanging our congregation 

is.ò  In this moment, I am not talking about 

numbers; I am talking about ñlife changes 

and transitions.ò  In fact, as one member 

told me, ñOne of the hardest things about 

being at ALC is watching the changes in 

life situations for our friends.ò  Such is 

not unique to this congregation, but it is 

more noticeable.  So, in Lutherôs 

language, ñWhat does this mean?ò  And 

what does it mean for 2012? 
 
It means that I emphasis again, ñministry 

grows at the speed of relationships.ò  

And, again I am not talking about 

numbers of parishioners; I am talking 

about ñhow are we caring for one 

another.ò  In this day and age of 

ñwellnessò training and desire to be 

healthy; still many struggle ï and 

unfortunately, the natural inclination 

when people are suffering, hurting, 

troubled, is that we suddenly change 

course in our relationship because we 

donôt know how to deal with the changes 

or different life circumstance or situation 

of those around us.  We can change that, 

one relationship at a time.  Truth is, 

regardless of all the programs, activities, 

studies we have; when it is all said and 

done ñanyone of us wants to know we are 

cared about ï in relationship with 

others.ò As we sing, ñthey will know we 

are Christians by our love,ò I see such 

ñcaringò occurring at ALC. Indeed, our 

Call and our ministry are not to ñwalk 

away from,ò but to walk toward and 

embrace others ñthrough the valleys of 

their human suffering and change.ò Isnôt 

it then we hear the words of Jesus, ñWell 

done, good and faithful servant!ò  And 

isnôt that the bottom line, ñfaithfulness?ò 
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In a few weeks we will have our Annual 

Meeting; this is not simply about 

ñreviewingò the past, but I am looking 

forward to ñsharing a visionò of both where 

we are, and how we might envision life and 

ministry at ALC in years to come.  As you 

support the congregation in so many 

manners, I seek your participation at our 

annual meeting as we celebrate Godôs 

continued Calling of faithfulness in mission 

and ministry.   2012 will not be ordinary, 

why? Because God always surprises us by 

his graciousness and love!! 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

Pastor Gary E. Benson 

Senior Pastor 

 
 

 
 
 

Join us Tuesday, January 31 at 3:00 

p.m. for the 2010 Annual Meeting 

of American Lutheran Church of 

Sun City. 
 

Annual Reports will be available in 
the narthex at the services on 

Saturday, January 28 and Sunday, 
January 29. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a grassroots, 

faith-based crusade against hunger.   We 

are joining other churches, schools, 

organizations and individuals across the 

country to fight hunger and poverty by 

collecting dollars in soup pots on 

Saturday, February 4 and Sunday, 

February 5.  What is collected stays in the 

community to help fight hunger, but we 

report our total to the Souper Bowl of 

Caring headquarters so that they can come 

up with a grand total. In 2011, 

$9,583,627.54 was collected in cash and 

food items for 10,138 soup kitchens, food 

banks and other helping charities. The 

Souper Bowl of Caring most often 

benefits local food banks and soup 

kitchens, but world hunger organizations, 

denominational missions and other 

international ministries have also been 

recipients of Souper Bowl of Caring 

dollars.  Our collection on February 4 & 5, 

2012 will go to the Westside Food Pantry at 

St. Johnôs Lutheran Church in Glendale. 

May God bless our gifts. 

 

OUTREACH  Volume 112 No. 1 
The OUTREACH is published monthly by 

American Lutheran Church of Sun City, 
17200 N. Del Webb Blvd., Sun City, AZ  85373 
Phone: (623) 974-2512   Fax: (623) 974-2515 

Email:alcscaz@aol.com /www.alcsuncity.org 

mailto:alcscaz@aol.com
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WOMEN OF 

THE ELCA  
 
 

 

Mission Action 

WELCA Cupboards 
 
The following things can be placed in the 

WELCA cupboards. They are then 

distributed to the places listed. 
 
Navajo Lutheran Mission 

Box tops (General Mills Products) for 

education. 
 
Solhiem Lutheran Home 

All Campbellôs UPS codes 
 
Hopeôs Closet (for domestic violence) 

Unused beauty aids (soap, lotion, shampoo, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs and 

hairbrushes) 
 
Eye Glasses to Lions Club 
 
Sons of Norway - Used stamps (please trim) 
 
Bibles for the Prison Mission 

 

 
 

Year 2012 

Spirit in the Desert 

2nd Annual Womenôs Retreat! 
 

January 15-17 

Begins:  Dinner on Sunday 

Ends: Lunch Tuesday 

Finding Treasure: 

Following Godôs Clues in Everyday Life 

ñFor where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.ò  Matthew 6:21 
 
Á What gifts of God do you treasure 

most? 

Á Where do you find Godôs clues to 

treasure in worship-family-work-

service-relationships? 

Á How often do you remember how 

much God treasures you? 
 
On this retreat, you have a chance to 

connect with God, yourself, and other 

women of all ages, through reflection on 

daily experiences and choices at any 

stage in life.  Through Scripture and story 

weôll get grounded in: 

Á God as the origin and destination of 

our search for all that is worth 

ñtreasuring.ò 

Á The Holy Spiritôs company and 

guidance on our way through life. 

Á The love of Jesus who never stops 

seeking us. 
 
PLUSé 

Afternoon workshops on creative and 

useful topics along with down time for 

rest and renewal! 



 5 

Our Leader:  Rebecca SchlatteréAssociate 

Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Good 

Shepherd, Reno, Nevada, has spent 15+ 

years creating communities of discernment 

in campus ministries and congregations.  

Many of these experiences helped form her 

recent best-selling book:  The Treasure Hunt 

of Your Life:  Seeking Your Calling, 

Encountering God, Finding Yourself. 
 
All Inclusive Costs - $230 per person - 

Includes 2 nights lodging (Double 

Occupancy*) Delicious Meals & All Class 

Materials. *Private room is $20 per night 

extra - Very limited, call immediately for 

availability. 

 
 

ALC 

FRIENDS 

CALENDAR 

OF EVENTS 
 
ñTHE GROUP FOR ALL AGESò 

 
April 13-15 ï Scandinavian Festival 

 California Lutheran University 

 Thousand Oaks, California 

We will be visiting the Reagan Library 

which has a new addition, and the newly 

remodeled Griffith Park Observatory. The 

Scandinavian Festival at Cal Lutheran 

University will give us an opportunity to 

experience the foods and crafts of 

Scandinavia. There will be more, so watch 

the OUTREACH or call Marge Lane at 977-

1880 for more details. 

 
 
I want to thank the wonderful people that 

volunteered Dec 10th to ñRing the 

Bells!!ò for Salvation Army, at Fryôs.  

Holly Lusk, Diane Denton, Joan Johnson, 

Kate Nelson, Karla Ramsey, Alice 

Cowperthwaite, and Pam Lenhart, all did 

a great job and the best part was, from 

what I hear, they all had lots of fun and 

enjoyed doing it.  While I am at it, I 

would like to thank everybody who has 

volunteered in 2011 - thank you so much!  
 
We want to make sure everybody knows 

that we are able to help the members that 

need a hand at their home or with errands 

and transportation.       
 
Have a Blessed New Year!!!!!        
 
Diane Kohler   

Helping Hands Coordinator 

623-583-3224 

CAN Y0U HELP? 
 
Ushers and Communion 

Helpers are needed for worship 

services ï both Saturday and 

Sunday. If you can serve in any 

way, please call Lorna in the 

church office at 623-974-2512! 
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Stephen Ministry 
 
 

JANUARY PROGRAMS 

 

January 5 -  ñHeavenò  

  by Pastor Bud 

January 19 -  ñListening Effectivelyò  

  by Leslie Shore 
  

 

 
 

Youth Group Service Project 
 

Bring your elbow grease and your cheerful 

hearts to the church kitchen on January 27th 

at 9:00 a.m.  We will clean everything, 

including the kitchen sink!  Treats will be 

welcome as Iôm sure we will need a coffee 

break sometime during the morning.  See 

you there!  Questions:  Call Mary Hansen 

623-875-6650. 

 

 

 

 

Cursillo News 
 

On Monday, January 9, 2012 the 

American Lutheran Church Cursillo 

Community will hold its next meeting at 

5:00 p.m. Dinner will be served.  If you 

are interested in learning more about this 

organization, you are welcome to join us.   

 

As our guests you will meet our members 

and find a warm welcome to a vital 

Christian program. 

 

Call Dick Herrmann at 623 876-0160 to 

make your reservation. 

 
Retired Pastors Meet on the 16th! 
 
Retired pastors, spouses and widowed 

meet on Monday, January 16th at 

Cocoôs on Bell Road at 5:30 p.m. 
 
The speaker of the evening will be 

Lester Hoffman along with his wife 

Helen. 
 
Plan to attend! 
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Press 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 

ALC SOCIAL, SUPPORT, HEALTH  

& SERVICE MINISTRIES  

 

HAPPY HEALTHY 2012 NEW YEAR!  

 

Hereôs a report on December 2011 and new 

happenings in January 2012: 

 

Our AFEP (Arthritis Foundation Exercise 

Program) had their Merry Christmas lunch 

for a fifth Thursday month, December 22nd. 

We ate so much we had to take a break 

between Christmas and New Yearôs. The 

class is back on the schedule for Tuesdays 

and Thursdays starting Tuesday, January 3rd 

at 11:00 a.m. in the Library. January is a 

fifth Tuesday month so on Tuesday, January 

31st we will have lunch at and tour of The 

Forum. The group will meet at 11:00 a.m. in 

the Library. Anyone is welcome to come. 

Call Pam Lenhart 623-974-2512 Voice 

Message #26 with your RSVP if you are 

NOT in the class but want to join us. 

 

Our last SERVICE SATURDAY in 2011 

was Saturday December 10th. We just had a 

great time together ringing the kettle bell 

for the Salvation Army at the Fryôs on 

83rd and Deer Valley. SEE special note 

from Diane Kohler, Helping Hands 

Coordinator. Our thanks go to Diane 

Kohler for organizing that Service 

Saturday. Our next fifth Saturday will be 

March 31st, 2012 so watch for our next 

Service Saturday project and get the date 

penciled in on your new 2012 calendar.  

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY is having some 

great programs. Even if you are not a 

Stephen Minister or are an inactive SM 

you are surely welcome to come to the 

programs at 10:15 a.m. in Fellowship 

Hall. Gena Marks 623-322-6056, our 

Continuing Ed Coordinator, will gladly 

keep you updated on programs. SEE 

upcoming schedule in the Outreach. Our 

new 2012 Class starts Thursday, January 

5th with teachers Sherry Gearhart-Hans, 

Dorothea Althoff and Carole Gesme. You 

can still join that class by contacting 

Dorothea 623-444-8777. Itôs a splendid 

class to take for your own personal 

growth. We so enjoyed combining an 

Advent Sunday with Stephen Ministry 

worship weekend. I hope you gained 

some insight into our wonderful program 

here at American Lutheran. My thanks go 

to the Leadership Team (Dorothea 

Althoff, Charlie Carr, Carole Gesme, 

Jerry and Sherry Gearhart Hans, Gena 

Marks and Bill Woischke) and all the 

Stephen Minister volunteers for sharing 

their joy for Stephen Ministry. 



 8 

Our Social, Support, Health and Service 

Teams had great fellowship together on their 

respective Fridays in December. ALL 

TEAMS will have their 2012 ñback to 

workò meeting on Friday, January 13th at 

10:00 a.m. Bring your reports and ideas for 

the New Year.  

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry team will meet 

on Friday, January 20th at 10:00 a.m. 

 

The Bereavement team thanks Dr. Jo 

Fletcher for our annual fall ALC grief group 

completed December 19, 2011. Dr. Jo will 

be starting a LOSS group on Monday, 

February 6th, for eight weeks at 10:30 a.m. 

on Mondays. All of us have losses and this 

would be a great place to express those 

losses in words and feelings. She is 

especially doing the group for those that 

have lost their adult children. Please 

consider and do call Dr. Jo if you have 

questions and are interested 623-933-7860. 

 

Prison Family Support continues in the New 

Year on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays beginning 

Tuesday, January 10th at 6:30 p.m. This is 

another safe and genuine group to be able to 

express another kind of loss. Carole Gesme 

623-977-4375 will continue as facilitator 

and would gladly answer any questions 

about the family support group. I would also 

encourage you to come to our Prison 

Ministry PROGRAMS on the first Tuesday 

of each month beginning Tuesday, February 

7th, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. We will be having 

some great speakers from those who work, 

advocate, educate and counsel in this 

area. Follow your passion for this 

ministry and join us. 

 

Fee for service HEALTH SCREENING 

by Right Path, Friday, February 3.  

Appointment needed.  Watch for flyers. 

 

INVITE ï INVITATION ï INVITE  
You and anyone you know are welcome 

to any of the Social, Support, Health and 

Service programs and teams here at 

American Lutheran. For information 

contact Pam Lenhart, Parish Nurse at 

623-974-2512 Voice Mail #26.  

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

 

Pam Lenhart,  

Parish Nurse 

 

 

On November 29, 2011 a fifth Tuesday 

month, our ALC A.F.E.P. (Arthriti s 

Foundation Exercise Program) class 

boarded the ALC bus with bus driver, Jim 

Leber, who drove us to the Biological 

Resource Center in Phoenix. We were 

joined by some other members for the 

tour and talk.  

 

The Biological Center is an Arizona state 

resource center for the U.S. and 

nationally that takes body donations for 

medical education and scientific research 

purposes.  
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Our gracious and knowledgeable hostess, 

Linda Olson, answered all our questions and 

led us on a tour of the center. Your body or 

remaining undonated parts are handled with 

dignity, cremated and returned in a simple 

but tasteful wooden urn within three weeks 

to the next of kin or scattered in one of three 

areas in our State if requested. They pay all 

expenses for transportation of your body, the 

cremation, urn, return of ashes and 

paperwork that a mortuary does including 

obtaining the death certificate. Very 

interesting! So you thought exercise is 

boring? 
 
On the way back to Sun City on the bus, we 

ate a sandwich/salad lunch from Benevillaôs 

Birtôs Bistro. Hereôs the contact information: 

Biological Resource Center 2602 South 24th 

Street, Phoenix, AZ 85034. 602-494-4272. 

www.brcaz.org 
 

Kay Kerst 

HIDDEN TREASURES 
 
ñWe are like clay jars in which this treasure (of 

the gospel) is stored. The real power comes from 

God and not from us.ò 

(2 Corinthians 4:7) 
 

From the ñBenevilla Mission Momentò - 

Ruth and Gerry Yeary have that look 

couples get when they have been together 

many, many years. Itôs in the way they 

seamlessly decide who will answer a 

question or the similarity of their gestures 

as they talk about their family and the 

50+ years they have been in the Valley. 

When Gerry was diagnosed in January of 

2009 with the earliest stages of dementia, 

Ruth took action and began asking those 

she trusted for suggestions on how to best 

care for him.  
 
The nurse at her church described Maryôs 

Place Adult Day Program in Sun City and 

Ruth took the tour. She placed Gerry in 

the program in May of that year, but 

moved him to the Sun City Adult Day 

Program a few months later, as it became 

clear that Gerry had not progressed to the 

point of care Maryôs Place provides for 

those in the mid-to-late-stages of 

dementia.  
 
Sun City Adult Day has been a perfect fit 

and both Ruth and Gerry are enthusiastic 

fans. Ruth is convinced that the variety of 

activities the program staff offers 

provides the challenge Gerry needs in 

order to stay mentally alert and that it is 

slowing the progression on the disease.  
 
Gerry loves puzzles and glows when 

talking about the challenging model 

projects he has been doing. Both also 

reference the frequent outings the 

participants go on and were particularly 

impressed by a trip to Luke Air Force 

Base. Gerry is one of a group of Veterans 

in the program who gather regularly to 

play cards and chat. 
 

http://www.brcaz.org/
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Ruth has been very impressed by the caliber 

of the staff and in how involved each 

member is with the entire family. She uses 

the three days a week that Gerry is in the 

Program to catch up on errands, grocery 

shopping, her own doctor appointments and 

getting together with friends. She also 

attends a Benevilla Caregiver Support 

Group and has bonded strongly with many 

of their other participant families. 
 
As Ruth puts it, ñThe Sun City Adult Day 

Program is like a second family to us. We 

can count on the staff to help, and that 

makes a huge difference when you are 

facing something like Alzheimerôs. Iôm so 

grateful I found the program and tell 

everyone I know about it now.ò 
 

 
 

ANGEL TREE THANKS  ïThank you to 

everyone who participated in our Angel Tree 

ministry.  This year we had one hundred 

forty eight angels on our trees and all of 

them were gone by the end of the second 

service on the first Sunday that the trees 

were up.   
 

Your generosity enabled us to fill the 

Christmas wishes of all of our ñangelsò 

by providing gifts for each angel on the 

tree. You also graciously provided 

donations to purchase gifts for additional 

children here in the Valley who were not 

fortunate enough to be sponsored by any 

church group this year.  
 
Thanks, too, for having your gifts in on 

time so that we could have them ready 

for pickup and delivery on schedule.   
 
I also want to acknowledge the help of 

our busy office staff where this project 

starts in early summer and our custodian 

for his assistance during this busy season. 

Your help is so appreciated.   
 
And finally, thanks to the committee 

members who helped decorate the trees, 

hand out and record the angels, and 

package all of the gifts by families for 

pickup by Central Baptist (and this year 

Southern Baptist also as we partnered 

with two churches because of the number 

of ñangelsò that we took) where they 

were distributed to the children along 

with the message of the Gospel. 
 
Godôs Blessings to All, 

Mary Schulz, Committee Chairman 
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DIANE KOH LER 
 

I was raised in Minnesota, and spent 31 

years in Alaska (via Seattle). When we 

retired we headed for Arizona!! Now we 

spend the summers in Minnesota at Detroit 

Lakes.   

 

My husband, Jerry (from Minnesota!) and I 

have been married for 43 years and have two 

sons, daughter-in-law and two 

granddaughters, 3 and 6 years old.   

 

I worked mainly in accounting and sales - 

and over the years here as a member I have 

been involved in Fellowship Committee, 

WNA, Youth Group, the neighborhood 

breakfast group, and Helping Hands/Health 

Cabinet.  
 
 

GLEN SCHULZ  
 

Mary, my wife of 53 years, and I have been 

attending American Lutheran since 1997, 

but formal membership didnôt come until 

2001 after I had completed serving on our 

church council back home.  Born and raised 

in south central Wisconsin, I spent my entire 

working life there.  After teaching for a few 

years in elementary and junior high schools, 

I completed masters and post masters work 

in educational administration and served in 

a variety of administrative positions.    

 

 

Church was important to both Mary and 

me growing up and it continued to be a 

central part of our life as we raised our 

family.  During those years in various 

communities I was given the opportunity 

to serve our congregations as a Sunday 

school teacher and superintendent, choir 

member, lector, deacon, council member, 

and on many committees.  Here at 

American Lutheran we have been 

involved with the Fellowship Committee 

with the pot lucks, coffee hours, special 

events and especially the Angel Tree 

ministry; our neighborhood group; and 

last winter we had the opportunity to 

serve on the Renewal Weekend 

committee. 
 
The Condominium Owners Association 

(COA) of Sun City helps fill my time 

when Iôm not at church.  I serve on the 

Board of Directors and Wednesday 

mornings find me in the office assisting 

boards of management and/or unit 

owners and on many Thursdays I attend 

meetings and work with other COA board 

members planning and conducting 

workshops for our member associations.   
 
Once a Badger, always a Badger - 

summers find us back in Wisconsin near 

our daughter who lives in Baraboo and 

our son and his family who live just 

across the border in Mahtomedi, 

Minnesota.            

Meet our 2012 Council Nominees 
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BILL GOBLIRSCH  
 

Writing this biography brings back 

memories of joining ALC with my wife, 

Judy in 2005. We are residents of Minnesota 

living on Lake Ida in Alexandria from May 

to October returning to our condo in Sun 

City each fall. 

  

Billy Goblirsch was born (1942) and raised 

in Faribault, Minnesota, 45 miles south of 

Minneapolis/St Paul. I was baptized in 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, 

attended grade school next to the church and 

moved on to Bethlehem Academy High 

School until graduation in 1960. After 

spending 1-1/2 years at St Johnôs University 

in Collegeville I transferred to the College 

of St. Thomas graduating in 1964. 

My studies at St. Thomas in combination 

with summer camp employment at Camp 

Foley Boyôs Camp on the Whitefish chain 

(near Pine River, MN) spawned an interest 

in social work as a career. I attended the 

Graduate School of Social Work at the U of 

M 1964 to 1966. After receiving my 

Masterôs degree I worked as school social 

worker, married in April 67, was 

commissioned as a social work officer in 

June and spent 3 yrs active duty at Fort 

Knox, KY. After discharge I worked in the 

field of Child Guidance and community 

mental health until 1983. From 1984 to 

retirement in 2003 I worked mainly as an 

employee assistance consultant.  

 

The early years I was sheltered in an ideal 

small farm community with loving, 

caring and stable parents. My spiritual 

road map was very specific and detailed. 

My commitment to Catholicism waned in 

my college years prior to my first 

marriage. My marriage brought a 

wonderful son and daughter into my life.  

 

After years in a spiritual void the death of 

my father and a broken marriage brought 

a mysterious, painful discontent. which 

led to a wonderful, challenging spiritual 

recovery ushered in with the help of the 

12 steps of Alanon and Alcoholics 

Anonymous. As Judy and I celebrate 

almost 24 yrs of marriage (11 

grandchildren and 6 great-

grandchildren) we feel very blessed every 

day. I enjoy the vitality and genuine 

caring of all the people at ALC.    
 

Ann Skidmore 
 

I was born and raised in Wisconsin.  My 

husband Ken and I were married in 1977, 

the same year we welcomed our 1st of 10 

grandchildren and now 7 great-

grandchildren!  Since Ken was 21 years 

older than me I was fortunate to be able 

to retire from my job as a medical 

technologist in 1987.  We traveled a great 

deal in our RV and that introduced us to 

Sun City, where we finally settled in 

2004.  Ken passed away December 30, 

2009, which was when I started searching 
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for a faith community and family and was 

welcomed into ALC December 5, 2010.  

What a wonderful blessing He presented to 

me! 

 

My present day interests include Pickleball, 

weaving, working on the computer and now 

participating in various activities at ALC.  I 

feel the call of my Lord and the challenge to 

get out of my comfort zone to serve Him 

however He calls.  I pray He gives me the 

strength and knowledge to do a good job. 
 

 

Judie VanDevere-Stage 
 

I am originally from Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. I attended Holy Trinity Slovak 

Lutheran Church all the years I lived in 

Minnesota. I have a bachelors in 

Psychology. The majority of my career was 

in the hospitality industry, working in hotels 

and resorts as a banquet captain. Working at 

The Hyatt, Ritz-Carleton, Phoenician, in 

Minnesota, California, Florida, Washington 

D.C., and Arizona. It was a great experience 

and always interesting, and afforded me the 

opportunity to meet many dignitaries and 

celebrities. My last ten years of work were 

spent at Gainey Ranch Golf Club in 

Scottsdale. While working at Gainey, I 

started a small catering business with many 

of my clients being members at the club.  

 

 I have two sons, one living in Minnesota 

and the other in Georgia. My daughter lives 

here in the Valley. My husband, Larry, 

and I have lived in the Valley for 

eighteen years.  

 

We have been attending American 

Lutheran for three years and became 

members two years ago. We have met 

many wonderful people here at American 

Lutheran. I feel honored to be asked to 

sever on the church council. 

 

 
  

 

Wednesday Night Alive 
 

     
 

What is Wednesday 

Night Alive? 
 

As we welcome new and returning 

visitors to ALC for the winter those of us 

who plan our Wednesday Night Alive 

events want to encourage your 

participation.  Without a doubt one of 

ALCôs most vibrant programs, WNA has 

been meeting regularly since early 

November and will continue through 

March. Average attendance hovers 

around 220, and participants attend 

interesting classes in various locations on 

the campus, enjoy a catered meal 

together and conclude the evening in the 

sanctuary at the ñGathering.ò  
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Our WNA mission statement guides our 
planning as we attempt to exist ñfor the 
edification, education, inspiration and 
fellowship of the congregation and for 
outreach to the community.ò   
 
Sign-ups for the meal are requested after 
worship the previous Sunday (or can be 
called in to the office by noon on Mondays). 
Tickets are $6.00 and having signed up 
previously you can purchase them between 
4:00 and 4:30 p.m. in the courtyard prior to 
the first class offering at 4:30 p.m.   
 
You may choose from three optional classes 
each Wednesday afternoon.  Promptly at 
5:15 p.m. all classes are released and 
everyone heads for the dining hall.  Because 
ñfellowshipò is an integral part of the 
evening we have directed seating.  This 
means you could sit by someone you donôt 
know and with everyone wearing their 
nametags it makes for interesting 
conversation while dining. If you are 
attending with someone you particularly 
wish to sit with be sure you are in line 
together! 
 
We guarantee you will find something of 
interest each Wednesday evening and will 
undoubtedly talk to someone you have never 
talked to before.  Hopefully you will bring a 
friend occasionally, as the evening is a 
wonderful introduction to the ALC 
community.  Look around you ï Sun City is 
full of unchurched people who just might 
respond to your invitation to spend an 
informal evening in this type of setting.   
 
See you WEDNESDAY!  

 

Wednesday Night Alive 

Schedule 
 

JANUARY 4, 2012 
 

NO 4:30 PM PROGRAMS 

NO CATERED DINNER  
 
6:00 p.m. Gathering 

Epiphany Service 

Twelfth Night Festival 
with ALCôs Choirs & Musicians 

 

JANUARY 11, 2012 
 
4:30 ï 5:15 P.M. Education Hour 
 
Education A/B 

ñUrinary Incontinence Problemsò 

Dr. Barbara Wiggin 

Sanctuary 

ñPhoto Journey Home to Norwayò 

Harald Johnson 

Chapel ï Video 

ñThe Apostle Paulò 
 
5:15 ï 6:00 p.m. Catered Dinner 

Roast Beef 

Jello Salad made w/Cottage Cheese 

Cheesy Potatoes 

Apple Pie 
 
Reservations by Monday noon: 974-2512 
 
6:00 ï 6:45 p.m. Gathering 

ñSermon on the Mountò 

Dr. Peter Perry 
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Reservations and cancellations for the 
Catered Dinner must be made by 
Monday noon.  If you do not cancel 
your reservation by Monday noon, you 
are responsible for the $6.00 charge. 

JANUARY 18, 2012 
 
4:30 ï 5:15 p.m. Education Hour 
 
 
Education A/B 

ñThe Annual Buffalo Roundup at 

Custer, South Dakotaò 

LeRoy Wisser 

Sanctuary 

ñThe Story of the Hickmanôs 

Family Farmsò 

Clint Hickman, VP of Sales 

Chapel ï Video 

ñPaulôs Understanding 

of Jesus as Messiahò 
 
 

5:15 ï 6:00 P.M. Catered Dinner 

Chicken Salad Sandwich 

Cream of Broccoli Soup w/Crackers 

Peach Cobbler 
  

Reservations by Monday noon: 974-2512 
  

6:00 ï 6:45 p.m. Gathering 

ñThe Tent of Abraham, Mysterious 

Chapters in Genesisò 

Rev. Dr. David Glenn Walker 

 

JANUARY 25, 2012 
  

4:30 ï 5:15 p.m. Education Hour   
Education A/B 

ñREHAB Smarts for Strokes, Parkinson 

and Joint Replacementsò 

Kay Wing, SWAN Rehab 

Sanctuary 

The Dead Sea Scrollsò 

Pastor Rick Alpers 

Chapel ï Video 

ñThe Coming Redemption 

of Godôs Creationò 
 

5:15 ï 6:00 p.m. Catered Dinner 

Chicken Divan 

Mandarin Salad 

Carrots 

Brownie 
 

Reservations by Monday noon: 974-2512 
 

6:00 ï 6:45 p.m. Gathering 

ñMusic through the Decadesò (1920-60ôs) 

Mike Chamberlain 

 
Join Pastor Gary on Tuesdays 

beginning January 17 at 10:00 

a.m. in Fellowship Hall for 

Bible Study. 
 
Invite a friend, bring your 

spouse, but come for 

fellowship and time in the 

Word. 
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In Memory of Joyce Brick ï Gift to ALC  
Á Gift to Lutheran World Relief by Rev/Mrs. I. Murray Johnson 
In Memory of Maurene Ellingser ï A gift to ALC 
In Memory of Leander Erdahl ï Gifts from John/Irene Teisberg, Martin/Carol Blok 
In Memory of Wallace Harmell ï A gift to Stephen Ministry from Sheila Harmell 
In Memory of John Hugill ï  
Á A gift to ALC from M/M James Trageser and others 
Á Gifts to Music from Joan Hugill, M/M Don Klucas, Rev/Mrs. Wendell Shiell, M/M 

Patrick Lehto and others 
Á Gift to Global Barnyard from M/M Robert Hagen 
In Memory of Sara Ingvalson ï Gifts to Music from Ingolf Ingvalson, Don & Violet  
 Anderson, Eugene & Ruth Kamin, Inez Rodning, Wally & Wanda Pottenger 
In Memory of Tom Johnson ï Gifts from M/M John Cliff, Audrey/Gerald Ward and others 
In Memory of David Kallestad ï A gift to Music from M/M Dale Zimmerman 
In Memory of Bruce Kennedy ï Gift to ALC from M/M J. Phil Johnson 
Á Gifts to Music from Verna Larson, Rev/Mrs. Harold Peterson, Eyvonne Langehough, 

M/M Dale Randall, Wanda Meyer, Rev/Mrs. Wendell Shiell, M/M A.J. Leonhardi, 
M/M Erwin Johnson 

Á Gift to the Columbarium Fund from M/M Charles Rogness 
Á Gift to the Lounge Fund from Dr./Mrs. Hal Seim 
Á Gift for Conga Drums from M/M Kenneth Martin 
Á Gift to Cursillo from M/M Chuck Earnshaw 
Á Gift to World Hunger from Rev./Mrs. G. H. Huggenvik 
Á Gift from Bell Table Covers 
In Memory of Rose Kroeplin ï A gift to ALC 
In Memory of Loretta Leber  ï Gift to Bus Fund from Dale & Clare Randall 
Á Gifts to Music from Ruth K. Johnson, Kathleen Hawks, Carl/Diane Lewis & others 
In Memory of Gerald LeRoy ï Gifts to Stephen Ministry from Wanda Meyer, Patricia  
 Parcher, Eugene A. Meier, M/M Gil Thoele 
In Memory of Mildred Miller - A gift to Stephen Ministry from Harmony Rud 
In Memory of Robert Rekedal ï A gift to ALC from M/M Winton Fuglie 
In Memory of Dorothy  Severson ï Gift to the Bell Choir from Sheila/Ferne Harmell 
In Memory of Ronald Shookman ï Gift for David Jurdisch from Shirley Shookman 
In Memory of Eunice Sorenson ï A gift to the Angel Tree Project 
In Memory of Mary Van DeVere ï Gifts to Music from Mary L. Nelson and others 
In Memory of Russell Woolever ï Gift to WNA from Miriam Woolever & Family 
Special Gifts 
Á Thanksgiving Flowers from M/M Dale Randall in memory of their Parents 
Á Gift to the Lounge Fund from M/M Richard Borden 
Á Gifts to Cursillo from Barbara Kurtis, M/M Hugh Kaste, M/M Elmer Eckland, Janet 

Harding, Chuck & Jo Earnshaw 
Á Gift for Columbarium Landscaping and Narthex Tables from Larry & Angela 

Ohnesorge 
Á Gift for Library 
Á Gift for Prayer Shawls from Mona Lund 

 

 

 

 

Gifts & Memorials  
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We had an exciting meeting in December. 

Lots of good books were suggested for 2012. 

 There is quite a variety of reading ahead.  If 

you enjoy reading a variety of books, 

followed by discussion, come on and join 

our group. 
 
Connie Archer was the leader for the 

discussion of Redbird for Christmas by 

Fannie Flagg. Connieôs time was shortened 

due to the long meeting, but she did an 

excellent job, and as always, the members 

added their personal thoughts. 
 
Pam Lenhart served a fantastic luncheon for 

our Christmas meeting.  She had decorated 

her home so beautifully. 
 
We decided since the summer months were 

so hot we will not meet in July and August.  

Weôll discuss the books in September so 

keep reading all summer. 
 
Featured books: 

January 9 Water for Elephants  

 by Sara Gruen 

February 13 Heaven is for Real 

  by Todd Burpo and 

  Lynn Vincent 
 
We will have many more good books. 

Good Reading, 

Cathy Ford 

 

 

A duck walks into a barn...  
Check out the ELCA web site to hear 

what the duck has to say - 

http://www.elca.org/goodgifts  
 
ELCA Global Barnyard is the way we can 

care for those around the world who live 

with hunger and poverty.  ELCA Good 

Gifts are a creative way to do just that. 

Your gifts go beyond your regular 

congregational offering to support the 

ministries of the ELCA that mean the 

most to you and your loved ones. 
 
You can choose your gift. Select from 

more than 50 gifts to give in honor of a 

friend or loved one.  You can announce 

your gift by telling others about the 

ELCA Good Gifts you have given in their 

honor.  Cards can be printed from the 

ELCA web site or get cards in the church 

office. 
 

Gifts are being matched to $2,000.00 by a 

generous member of ALC.  If you wish to 

give to Godôs Global Barnyard (some 

have designated the Well Project) please 

write a check to Godôs 

Global Barnyard and 

put it in the offering.  

Next month we will 

report your gifts. 


